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July 15, 4:20-5:50, Rm 6206

Upcoming English Lectures: 10/21, 11/18, 1/20

<www.seinan-jo.com/lectures>

“Dear Miss Breed”
• Rio Imamura•

Rio Imamura will speak 
about Joan Oppenheim's 
Book "Dear Miss Breed" 
and how he came to 
translate the book into 
Japanese.
   He met (Miss) Clara Breed when 
he was delegated by his employer 
to the Board of Officers meeting of 
the Japan Friendship Garden Soci-
ety located in Balboa Park, San 
Diego. Clara was a volunteer sec-
retary, and he had no further 
knowledge about her. Rio read 
Clara's obituary and learned that 
she was a librarian and had a 
strong connection with Japanese-
American children; a beautiful 
story. After learning of the book, he 
knew his mission was to translate it 
into Japanese to convey it to the 
new Japanese generation. 

All Seinan Jo Gakuin University 

students and staff are 

welcome to join our English 

Lectures!

西南女学院大学の全ての学生・教職

員の方々のイングリッシュ・レクチ

ャーへのご参加を歓迎します。

Rio Imamura spent10 years in New York City as a representative of a Japanese electronics company, and another 
20 years in San Diego, CA for a semiconductor manufacturing plant until his retirement in 1995. He was elected an 
honorary chair of the San Diego Saturday Japanese School, Minato Gakuen, and sat on the Advisory Board of the 
Japan Studies Institute at San Diego State University. He became a Kitakyushuan in the late 1990s, and cofounded 
the Kitakyushu Toastmasters. He has two children, a son and a daughter, both U.S. citizens. He is twice a grandfather.


